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Preface
by Atelier Veldwerk (Rudy Luijters, Onno Dirker)

During the autumn of 2002, the only news 
with regards to Iraq that reached us in the 
West was a one-sided military-political 
discourse, consisting mostly of speculations 
about terrible weapons that were said to be 
in Saddam Hussein’s possession. Through 
conversations with friends who were 
familiar with the region, we (visual artists 
Rudy Luijters and Onno Dirker) became 
aware of the general lack of knowledge 
about the state of Iraq’s cultural sector. 
We sensed this void even more when we 
asked one of these friends about what was 
happening specifically in Baghdad, and his 
response was: “The writers write, the 
poets compose verses, the painters paint, 
the film makers make films, the theatre 
makers make plays... like everywhere else 
in the world...” 
Which is logical, really. Our curiosity was 
piqued, so we decided that we would make 
the ‘Baghdad Out’, an ‘uitkrant’ – a Dutch 
word for a weekly cultural calendar, which 
translates literally to ‘out newspaper’. 

At the end of January 2003 – not knowing 
that only two months from then, the US and 
its allies would invade Iraq – we published 
our first Cultural Calendar of Baghdad. 
Through a chance concurrence, we were 
invited to publish our calendar as the 
central page in one of the largest Dutch 
newspapers, de Volkskrant, which has a 
daily circulation of around 300.000 copies. 
The response was overwhelming. 
 Some readers thought that it was fiction, 
that we had made everything up. 
But nothing could have been further from 
the truth. In our work, we do not come up 

with artistic fantasies, but simply chronicle 
things that are already exceptional. The 
enormous list of activities in Baghdad cer-
tainly fit that category.

Others who responded were simply amazed. 
Because of obvious preconceptions, the 
expectations with regards to the level and 
dynamics of cultural life in Baghdad were 
very low. We could have filled tens of pages 
with exhibitions, film programs and plays.  
In January 2003, there were two Steven 
Spielberg movies showing in Baghdad, and 
Le Fabuleux Destin d’Amélie Poulain was 
about to open. Romeo and Juliette was 
being performed in the Rasheed theatre 
and there was a photo exhibition going on 
in which photographers from all over the 
world, including the Netherlands, took part. 
And even though we were well aware of 
Saddam Hussein’s reign of terror, the 
censorship and the oppression of anything 
that was politically suspect, it appeared that 
at least culturally, Baghdad was thriving.

Today, we all know (and our friends already 
knew it back then) that Saddam’s alleged 
weapons of mass destruction did not 
exist. It was Western propaganda, created  

Detail Nasb al Hurriyya, Jewad Selim
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to legitimize actions that are still unclear  
to this very day, apart from the obvious 
interest in Iraq’s oil reserves. The war quickly 
tore across the land, Saddam was arrested 
and hanged, and the Americans and their 
consorts left behind a smouldering mess, 
from which various political and religious 
factions emerged that either tried to stir up 
or douse the embers.

Shortly after the formal transfer of power 
by the international coalition in 2004, we 
produced a second Baghdad Out, and this 
time it was published in the television guide 
of the most progressive and culturally ori-
ented broadcasting agency in the Nether-
lands, the VPRO. The difference between 
the first and the second ‘Baghdad Out’ 
was shocking; virtually all the theatres and 
cinemas were closed – these cultural build-
ings now mostly housed countless NGOs – 
there were hardly any concerts, exhibitions 
or plays; the cultural infrastructure had been 
practically wiped out. Any remnants of it 
had become either invisible or unreachable, 
in both the literal and figurative sense. 

Last year, we decided to make another 
Baghdad Out. Drawing up a new list of 
cultural activities showed in agonizing detail 
how much impact a war has on the cultural 
development and manifestation of a nation. 
By this time, Iraq was making serious prepa-
rations for its independence; the foreign 
soldiers had just about left, the formal and 
functional power had been transferred,  
the first free elections were about to be  
held (now over a year ago) and the internal 
violence had lessened somewhat  

(although regular violent attacks still caused 
countless victims, and the statistics on vio-
lence are extremely volatile). We can only 
hope that the situation will continue to im-
prove. Whichever way we look at it, we have 
to conclude that the international violence 
has been disastrous for the continuity and 
development of art and culture in Iraq. 
And this is a solid indicator for the extreme 
consequences of the war within every 
domain of daily life in Iraq. The fact that 
writers continued to write, poets continued 
to compose and painters continued to paint, 
is nothing short of a miracle. That they did 
and still mostly do this in places outside of 
Iraq, mainly in Damascus, Beirut, Amman 
and Cairo – but also in Amsterdam, London, 
New York and Dubai, is not so surprising. 
And those who chose to stay in Iraq deserve 
at least as much praise as the courageous 
refugees who continued their work else-
where, often under difficult circumstances. 
With this publication, in which we have 
included the three cultural calendars  
(2003, 2004 and 2010/2011) and the  
contributions of important Iraqi cultural  
actors, we wish to give hope to all those 
artists. And with the utmost respect we wish 
to thank them, for their perseverance and 
optimism, for those qualities seem to be the 
only thing that we can hold onto in this mad, 
mad world.
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The AgendA Three ediTions
by Atelier Veldwerk (Rudy Luijters, Onno Dirker)

The first ‘cultural agenda’ of Bagh-
dad was printed in 2003, as a ‘double-
page spread’ in a late January edition of 
the Dutch newspaper Volkskrant, just two 
months before the Allied bombardment of 
the city. With help from many Iraqi sources, 
the ‘agenda’ was pieced together and pre-
sented in an innovative form; a two month 
overview of cultural events within and 
around the city, spanning theatre, music, 
cinema and the visual arts. It gave Western 
readers a view on life within the city from an 
almost completely unknown perspective.

In Iraq, information about cultural events 
had never been collected and distributed 
by a central institution. Theatre performanc-
es, concerts, lectures and gallery openings 
used to be announced in an informal way; 
the news spread by word of mouth. Because 
the usage of fax machines and internet 
were strictly suppressed by the regime, all 
the information for this agenda was passed 
on by phone. Cultural life in Baghdad 
included much more than what could be 
brought together on that double page.

The second agenda, compiled in July 
2004, after the transfer of political power 
from allied troops to the Iraqi government, 
painted a different picture. 
It was published in the VPRO TV Guide 
(Dutch National Television). The number of 
cultural activities had diminished consider-
ably, with many cultural sites destroyed or 
closed. Television – and video in general – 
filled part of the void, including the produc-
tion of ’soaps’, predominantly comic in their 
content.
The acts of war did not only result in a divi-
sion of Baghdad into physically separated 
zones, of which the Green zone was the 
most safeguarded area and in consequence 
the least public, but also in an unexpected 
occupation of a different kind. 
Unfortunately, the Green zone had been 
the epicenter of the cultural infrastructure 
of Baghdad. A lot of venues, if not severely 
damaged or looted, were now being used 
to accommodate the many public authori-
ties and non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs). Apart from the risks involved with 
organizing any kind of gathering, it was also 
virtually impossible to get into this zone. In 
addition, there were the curfews, the daily 
power cuts and the constant threat of  
violence, all of which severely hinder the 
organization of common cultural activities.

Sudad Shalan, Ali Nori, Rudy Luijters. Caïro Archive of the Iraqi Cinema in 2004
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Apart from being an overview of past and 
upcoming cultural events, the third 
Baghdad Out is mainly the result of an ex-
tensive search into the dynamics of cultural 
production of Iraqi artists. A major part of 
the cultural elite of Iraq has left the country 
over the past few years. So any agenda has 
to reflect this and other issues, such as to 
what extent local developments have af-
fected the output of Iraqi artists. 
And what about the artists abroad? 
The actual cultural agenda of Iraq has be-
come an integral part of the Time Out New 
York, and even more of the ‘Beirut Out’, the 
‘Damascus Out’, the ‘Amman Out’, the ‘Abu 
Dhabi Out’ and the ‘Cairo Out’. And some  
of these ‘Outs’ are currently dealing with 
extreme conditions as well. 

Regardless of the actual situation in many 
Arab countries, modern communication 
tools have provided Iraqi artists, even 
though they are physically separated, to 
continue their cultural exchange from all 
over the world. The Baghad-out 2010/2011 
reflects all of these aspects.

Perhaps the most important observation 
we made is the fact that we were not able 
to get reliable information on upcoming 
events whatsoever. Despite the fact that fax 
and internet are available (although internet 
coverage in Iraq is only 2%), the apparent 
pressure makes daily life too complicated to 
be able to plan and communicate cultural 
manifestations. Without any doubt, this  
affects cultural production severely. 
But, this third Baghdad Out clearly shows 
that it does not stop it. The artists continue 
working even under unimaginably difficult 
circumstances. 

Hamodi Al Harthi, Onno Dirker, Saadi al Rahal, Damascus

Portrayed and portrait by Ali Nori, Caïro

Sculpture workshop Ali Nori in Caïro

Publishers Khalid Al-Maaly and Chawki Abdaldmir, Beirut Salah Hassan and Mudafar Al Nawab, Beirut
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Weekend 
April 17-18
Mustansiriya University Baghdad 

Poetry and Music 
Festival The University 
will view with this festival the 
beautiful pairing between poetry 
and music. Performances by 
the Iraqi expatriate artist Salim 
Salim and plenty of other poets 
and musicians.

Mustansiriya University Baghdad

April 18
The University of Mosul

Book Fair 
Organized by the publishing 
house Dar Ibn. On the occasion 
of the anniversary of the found-
ing of the University of Mosul. 
Action for modern versions and 
reduction of the bookprice.

May 13
Forum Baghdad

Creative tuesday
The Writers Union Baghdad.
About female writers and report-
ers in Iraq. Honoring the Alge-
rian writer Ms. Suad Al Jaza’ri.

May 18 
Madarat Orbit Hall Baghdad

Beside the College of Fine Arts.
Bookpresentation 
by Taha Salem Event by publish-
ing house Dar Al Hana. 

May 21, 10:00 aM. 
Hassan Ajmi Coffee Shop

Al Rasheed Street, Baghdad 
Poetry reading 
Organized by The House of Iraqi 
Poetry. Five Iraqi poets will read 
their poems: Nassire Ghadire, 
Hamid Qasem, Basim Al Mora’bi, 
Za’em Al Nassar, Ali Al Sudani 
and theatric poem reading by
Maymon Al Khalidi. 

May 25
The University of Basra

First exhibition oF 
scientiFic books
Established by the University of 
Basra, with the participation of 
more than 25 Arab publishing 
houses. The exhibition included 
more than 25 thousand titles in 
various scientific disciplines. 
Books are very expensive and 
the prices do not match the 
income of a university student. 

July 3
Writers Union Center, Basra

Lecture and Book 
presentation
by Dr. Mohammed al-Asadi 
researcher at the Faculty of Arts 
at the University of Basra. 
The cultural study concerns the 
outstanding role the poet 
Mudaffar Al Nawab in the cul-
tural life of Iraq.

July 18 
Madarat Orbit Hall Baghdad

Beside the College of Fine Arts. 
Bookrelease 
and symposium
Booktitle: ‘History of Interior De-
sign by Dr. Fatin Abbas al-Asadi. 
Dar El Hana Publishers. 

JulY 22
Union of Writers Basra

Cultural meeting 
Organized by the Writers Union, 
Cinema Club. Session: relation-
ship between literature and 
cinema. About storytelling.

Bookmarket at Mutanabi Street Baghdad

In the Arab world, literature is often the pivot around  
which culture revolves. And the Iraqi in particular are 
famous for their love of reading. No wonder that even in 
the era of Saddam Hussein, people kept reading. In the 
practical sense there was no censorship (all literature was 
available, one way or the other). The Al Muntanabi book 
market was the literary heart of Baghdad. At a dramatic 
bomb attack in 2007, many readers and book sellers were 
killed and an important part of the market was destroyed. 
It was an attack on the cultural heart and soul of Iraq.

Today, the market is open again. Writers have always been 
important to the development of culture, and writers and 
poets are now playing a major role in the reorganization 
of Iraq, on every level. And this includes the Iraqi writers 
abroad; words travel fast, especially nowadays. 

JANUARY 2 
Al Mada House , Baghdad

Al Mutanabi Street
Discussions anD 
exhibition Sessions about 
the work of the poet Badir. 
Shakir Al Sayab (1926-1964). 
Art exhibition of the artist and 
poet Sebti Al Hiti, who was 
inspired by the ideas and poems 
of Al Sayab.

JANUARY 28 
Iraqi Ministry of Culture, Baghdad

Culture Prize for 
innovation 
Established by the Ministry of 
Culture in Iraq, the granting 
awards Ceremony of the Min-
istry, Awards for Innovation in 
2009 which included the fields 
of cinema, theatre, literary criti-
cism and translation, in addition 
to poetry, story and the novel.

FebruarY 18
Forum Baghdad 

Creative tuesday
The Writers Union Baghdad.
Honoring and celebration for the 
writer Hamodi Al Harthi. 

Hamodi Al Harthi

FEBRUARY 28 
French Cultural Center in Arbil 

Opening French  
cultural center 
Ceremony by the French 
ambassador in Iraq Boris Boillon.

SatUrday night 
FEBrUary 27
French Cultural Center in Baghdad 

TheaTrical PoeTry 
readings Many Iraqis and 
French poets such as Nazik Al 
Maleka, Badir Shakir Al Sayab, 
Molière, Baudelaire.

March 23-26 
Okba ben Gazwan Hall 
Iraqis writers union of Basra

by the College of Fine Arts 
VII POeTry FesTIVAl
Session of the late Iraqi poet 
Buland al-Haidari.

Baghdad Out 2010
literature
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Start: auguSt 20
Women of Future Center Basra

Seminar 
iraqi theatre today 
by Dr. Tarek Ezari.
Organized by Iraqi Journalists 
Syndicate in Basra. 
About theatrical movement in 
Basra and the importance of 
archiving theatrical works.

November 7, at Night
Forum Theatre Baghdad

In the Garden on the banks of 
the Tigris.
Egyptian night  
at thE tigris
Festival Theatre entitled: 
‘The Man with Two Faces’ 
Directed by Hossam Azzaz. 

April 15 
The Ministry of Culture 

Department of Cinema and 
Theatre.
Performance Play 
‘Below Zero’ 
Directed by Emad Mohammed
Starring: Yahya Ibrahim, Abdul 
Sattar Albasri. 

OctOber 3 
The Hall of Bin Ghazwan Basra 

Premiere of
‘Burning smell’
Directed by Barir Saifi Whaib. 
A group of youth prepare and 
present this theatrical work, in 
order to express the suffering 
of the Iraqi citizen in dramatic 
critic.

November 28 
University of Basra

The Faculty of Fine Arts
ConferenCe about J. 
S. Al-Attiyah. Three sessions, 
professors from the universities 
of Babylon, Basra and Baghdad 
presenting the research project 
about the work of the playwright 
and director Jabbar Sabri Al-
Attiyah (1938-2004).

Start: November 30 
Institute of Fine Arts Baghdad

Second children’S 
TheaTre FeSTival 
Organized by Department of 
Cinema and Theatre and the 
Faculty of Art Education. Three 
day program with several thea-
tre plays and puppet theatre. 

December 25
Institute of Fine Arts Mosul

TheaTre FesTival 
Expressionism. 
Performances by young artists, 
theatrical madness in a time of 
madness.

June 18 
Forum Theatre Baghdad

Al Rashid Street
Performance  
‘String inStrumentS’
Prepared and directed by 
Jihad Jassim and performing by 
the group ‘Today Theatre’.
Inspired by the poems String 
Instruments by Mudaffar Al 
Nawab.

September 17
Martyrs Street Basra

TheaTrical work 
‘Play agains Terrorism’ by 50 
performing artists from Basra. 
Supervisor: Tariq Athari 
Seven Pm STreeT ABdullAh 
Bin Ali Timing 
martyrs Street, the street which 
was obtained by the bombings 
of September 17, 2009.
The play embodies the tragedy 
of the bombings and the lack of 
security for the people of iraq.

Apart from being an extremely time-consuming project, 
making theatre is for a large part a matter of space and 
logistics. And that makes it a vulnerable section of culture. 
It will not be a surprise to anybody that Baghdad does not 
currently have a vibrant theatre lifescene. Most theatres 
have been closed since 2003: destroyed, looted or used 
for other purposes than culture. Besides, part of the Islamic 
clergymen consider theatre as ‘haram’: they believe it 
should be forbidden.  
Nevertheless, there are constant attempts to reopen 
theatres and occasional performances take place at 
unexpected locations, announced only shortly before the 
start of the performance. The National Theatre is the only 
theatre in Baghdad which currently (2010) has a more or 
less regular program.

JANUARY 14
Courtyard Forum Theatre

TheaTre season 2010 
opens wiTh The play 
‘endgame’ 
Directed by Hassan Ismail. 
Actors: D. Abdul Wahab and Ali 
Hussein. Department of Cinema 
and Theatre of the Ministry of 
Culture.

April 13
The hall of the University of Mosul 

Children’s Festival
Organized by the faculty of Fine 
Arts at the University of Mosul. 
Five performances for children, 
experimental work by students 
of the Department of Art Educa-
tion.

April 15 
Forum Theatre

on the banks of the Tigris River
Media event 
award CereMony
By the Department of Cinema 
and Theatre. Media organiza-
tions: Al-Iraqia TV channel, 
Al-Hurrah TV, MBC TV, BBC TV, 
Reuters News.

theatre

November 1
Al-Muthanna Publisher Baghdad 

Release New Catalog
List of Iraqi Publications 2009-
2010. Iraqi Publisher Releases. 
First New Catalog ‘Since the 
War’. The catalog includes 
a preface by owner Anas al-
Rajabin English, although the list 
contains mainly Arabic publica-
tions (with a few Kurdish and 
Syriac works).

November 1 – 9
The University of Basra

InternatIonal Book 
FaIr With 70 publishing 
houses, Iraqi, Iranian, Lebanese, 
Egyptian and Syrian publishers.

OctOber 24 
Libarary of Imam Sadiq, Nasiriyah

Book ExhiBition
Good books are not often avail-
able in public libraries, because 
of the high prices. The exhibition 
aims for a larger audience.

August 12-15
Union of Writers Najaf 

World Poetry 
Festival 200 Iraqi poets 
from Iraq and abroad. The festi-
val is part of the activities of the 
campagne ‘Najaf, the capital of 
Iraqi culture for the year 2012’.
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VISUAL ARTS

August 5-8 
Basra City Center 

Radio Week –  
StReet MuSic 
by Youth of Mesopotamia.

Sept 27 – OctOber 1 
Baghdad

Departement of Musical Arts
Ziryab World Music 
Festival 
The Ministry of Culture chose 
the name Ziryab as a title for 
the first world music festival 
organized in Baghdad since 
2003, with participation of local, 
Arab and international bands.

OctOber 16
Forum Theatre Baghdad

Re-opening CeRemony 
with singer Hussein Al Basri.

December 12 
French Cultural Center Arbil

Piano Concert 200 year anniver-
sary of the birth of the compos-
er Chopin. Pianist Zaza Buran.

Baghdad Institute of Music

The visual arts in Iraq were always a matter of relative  
dynamics. Exhibition spaces of different kinds – from 
youth centers and public institutions to a wide variety of 
commercial galleries – offered a wide range of contempo-
rary paintings and sculptures. Of course, all activities took 
place within the restraints of the Hussein era. Censorship 
was politically oriented and not religious. Avoiding being 
forced into making propaganda was difficult and danger-
ous, but many artists had learnt clever ways to bypass 
this. As a consequence of the turmoil and the risks during 
the war and afterwards, the public presentation of art has 
become difficult, if not impossible.  
The last couple of years there has been a discreet revival, 
but as yet it is rather unstructured, probably also due to 
the fact that many visual artists fled the country and live 
abroad (in Cairo, Damascus, Dubai, London, Rome, New 
York). Contacts often run indirectly (via Amman, Cairo, 
etc.). As a result, their work now tends to relate more to  
an international context, compared to previous work.

JANUARY 12 
The Hall of Ishtar Babylon 

Exhibition of ArAbic 
cAlligrAphy
Calligraphers: Hamidi, Jassim al-
Najafi, Mohammed Said Alskar, 
Abbas al-Baghdadi. 
Twenty panels, varied types of 
Arabic calligraphy.

FEBRUARY 21 
House of Babel, City of Hilla

Re-opening 
House of BaBel 
For culture, art and media.

February 22 – March 8
Hall of Rose in Arbil

Exhib. Burhan Sabir Masks.

music

March 1 
The House of Al Maqam Baghdad

Department of Musical Arts
RemembeRing 
celebRation 
of the artist Mohammed al-
Qabanji on the occasion of the 
twenty-first anniversary of his 
death.

May 5 
Al Elwia club Baghdad

Department of Musical Arts
Festival oF seventies 
songs Songs of Fouad Sa-
lem, Hussein Nema among oth-
ers will be performed by youth 
singers such as Qasim Sultan, 
Omar Abdul Jabbar, Karim Man-
sour, Kassem Ismail, Moham-
med Saher and Diaa Hussein.

April 21
City Center Kirkuk 

Musical arts Festival
By the Department of Musical 
Arts. Traditional iraqi music 
and songs. Performance by the 
popular musical band SAS 
and Nazem Al-Ghazali musica
band together with Al Maqam 
House Band. 

May 22
Rasheed Hotel Baghdad

ConCert by the Iraqi 
National Symphony Orchestra. 
Accompanied by 13-year-old 
U.S. guest pianist and composer 
Llewellyn Kingman Sanchez 
Werner. The orchestra hopes to 
embark on a national tour this 
year and visit Europe and the 
United States in 2011.

Llewellyn Kingman Sanchez Werner

April 25
Madarat Orbit Hall Baghdad

ConCert on lute
Titel: ‘imigrant string’. Musician 
Ali Hassan and lute-players 
Ali Hassan, Ali Hussein Jabir 
and Mothana Jihad. The artist 
Hassan returned to Iraq after 12 
years of living in the UAE.

May 15
Rabat Hall Baghdad

The Department of Musical Arts
AnniversAry ConCert 
40 years since the founding of 
the Institute of Musical Studies. 
50 musicians and singers, stu-
dents and professors perform-
ing new pieces, different kinds 
of musical heritage and varia-
tions of the Iraqi Maqam.

Music plays an important role in daily Iraqi life. Musicians 
playing at weddings and parties used to be picked up 
from the street, literally. But recently, music was declared 
‘haram’ (sinful for muslims) by the same fundamental  
clergymen. Music disappeared from the streets, and most  
music shops are closed, under threat of violence. What is 
left on the remaining shelves are Arabic artists of which 
very few are Iraqi musicians. Those who still want to  
record, travel abroad to find a production company.  
The opera and concert halls have been closed, with the 
exception of the National Theatre (reopened 2008).  
Most orchestras and companies have disbanded, because 
so many artists left the country. Despite all this, the Iraqi 
National Symphony Orchestra continues to rehearse and 
perform more or less regularly, even abroad.

April 22
School of Music and Ballet Bagdad

The Ballet Hall
ConCert 
Annual celebration by the De-
partment of Musical Arts.
All divisions of Eastern and 
Western music and dance. 
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May 29 – June 6
UK-Iraqi Cultural Centre Baghdad

Exhibition 
of seven young artists: N. You-
suf, Abdul Al-Razaq Murtaza, Nur 
Al-Qasim, Adel Karim, Moham-
med Safa, Adel Rashid, Hassa-
nein Karim Jihad. Sculptures.

Opening June 12, 11:00 am 
Fine Artists Association Baghdad

The Assembly Hall 
50 year anniversary 
exhibition
40 photographs and 5 paintings. 
A memorial exhibition dedicated 
to the visual artist and photog-
rapher Nazim Ramzi. Leading 
expatriate who has lived and 
died in London.

July 26 
Al Masbah Hall Kut City

IraqI PhotograPhy 
FestIval Kut 
Title: Message of Love and 
Peace. Organized by the Iraqi 
Society of Photography. 
Participation of more than two 
hundred photographers, ad-
dressing in photos the vocabu-
lary of everyday life in Iraq.

Start auguSt 20
Different parts of the city Basra

Drawings 
on the citywall 
Organized by Aswat al-Iraq: The 
Centre for the future of women 
in Basra. A campaign to draw on 
the walls and concrete barriers 
scattered in collaboration with 
painters and students of the 
Fine Arts Academy. With this 
initiative the artists wants to 
break though the visual barrier 
of fear and marginalize the role 
of social, cultural and humani-
tarian willingness to participate 
in public.

September
Swedisch embassy in Baghdad

Opening SwediSh Cul-
tural Center in iraq 
Project entitled: the Bridge.
The center is an initiative by 
Iraqi expatriates living in
Sweden. Aim is to stimulate the 
cultural dialogue and knowledge 
between different communities.

Sept. 29 – OctOber 3
Fine Arts School Najaf

Exhibition of ArAbic 
cAlligrAphy 
The exhibition contains paint-
ings of various kinds of calligra-
phy, Islamic decoration carried 
out by teachers and educators. 
Five plates for the various Iraqi 
provinces.

OctOber 7
Ministry of Culture Baghdad

Wasti Festival
Return of the Festival. 
Organized by the Department 
of Fine Arts. Features hundreds 
works of art, paintings, draw-
ings, sculptures, ceramics.

OctOber 12 
The ancient castle of Arbil

Opening Branch Of 
the french institute
The French Institute for Near 
East Policy is founded in 2003 
by the French Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. 

Koder Alhmeary

OctOBer 14
The Association of Iraqi Fine Artist 
Hall Al-Mansour, Baghdad

CArTOOn exHIBITIOn
More than 100 cartoon, recent 
works. Book Published: 
'Comics in Iraq'.

opening April 4
Hall of the Photojournalism Center

Iraqi Union for Photojournalism
Exhibition photographer – 
journalist Nabil Al-Shawi.
Some fifty black and white 
images. Most pictures showing 
different angles and places of 
the Baghdadi life.

opening April 12 
The Cultural House Kirkuk 

Exhibition comics and 
calligraphy art of the program: 
‘Kirkuk cultural capital of Iraqi’ 
Artist, cartoonists and calligra-
phers from different nationali-
ties (Arabs, Kurds, Turkmen and 
Christians) display their artwork.

April 18 
Madarat Art Gallery Baghdad

Hassan Nassar, Alwaziriyah dc
next to the Fine Art College
Exhibition Sadiq Jafar. 
Fifty drawings.

April 25 
Madarat Art Gallery Baghdad

Hassan Nassar, Alwaziriyah Dc
next to the Fine Art College 
Exhibition Omar Al Mutalibi 
Paintings.

May 1 
Hewar Gallery Baghdad

Al-Wazerya  
near Turkish embassy
Exhibition 
‘KirKuK CharaCtErs’
Curated by Qasim Sabti.
Potraits of  Turkmen People. 
Sponsered by the Turkmen 
Politic Party.

Qasim Sabti 

Jato Hassan 

Hewar gallery café

May 3
Alwiya Club Baghdad

Exhibition Hall 
Photo exhibition 
World Press Freedom day 2010 
Photojournalism. Organized by 
The Young Photographers As-
sociation. 
Exhibition, speakers and panel 
discussions. Iraqi and interna-
tional journalists call for free 
access to information in Iraq.
One minute silence.

May 7
Hewar Gallery Baghdad

Al-Wazerya 
Exhibition
Hadi Abbas – Munther Ali. 
Sculpture and painting.

April 9 
City Center Arbil 

Festival and Forum 
For PhotograPhy 
Organized by the Photo-mag-
azine, the city of Arbil and the 
Ministry of Culture.  
Sixty photographers, seminars 
and lectures on photography.
The Photomagazine is published 
in three languages, Kurdish, 
Arabic and English).

May 10 – 13 
Medea Hall Arbil

Photo Exhibition 
Jamal Bakir.
Sense of Freedom. 
130 photo's and paintings.

May 22
Hall in Shander Park Arbil 

Photo exhibition 
Jato Hassan. 
76 pictures of city and folklore 
of Arbil, taken by the artist in the 
last 45 years.
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March 22-27
University of Baghdad 

The Assembly Hall
First international 
ConFerenCe 
For the development of centers 
of Iraqi cities. Organized by 
the Municipality of Baghdad in 
cooperation with the Faculty 
of Engineering, University of 
Baghdad. 
For city-planners, architects and 
civil engineers. About idea’s for 
rehabilitation and development 
of the areas that where cultural 
centerpoints in Baghdad: Al-
Rashid Street, the Mutanabi 
Street, and the regions of 
Kadhimiya and Adhamiya.

Tehrir Square Baghdad | Nasb al-Hurriya (Freedom Monument) by Jewad Selim

August
Kadhimiya Baghdad

Site: The area surrounding the 
Holy Shrines in Kadhimiya
Urban planning 
project
Dewan Architects and Engineers 
wins architectural design con-
test Urban planning project.
The project is centered on the 
historic area – an integral part 
of which are the holy shrines. 
Religious tourism in Iraq is grow-
ing. The Baghdad Municipality 
want to preserve the heritage 
of Al Kadhimiya’s religious and 
historically significant buildings.

Date of commission 
august
Central Bank Baghdad

New headquarters 
for the CeNtral BaNk
ByArchitect Zaha Hadid 
Earlier in the summer, the 
London based Iraqi architect 
Hadid prepared a conceptual 
presentation with a feasibility 
study. Recently she travelled to 
Istanbul to discuss initial details. 
The existing headquarters, 
designed by Danish practice 
Dissing & Weitling in 1985, was 
stormed by insurgents in June in 
an attack that killed 18 people 
and injured 50.

Existing Central Bank of Iraq 

December 1
The Lakeside Palace Basra

Start campaign BaS-
ra muSeum project
Launch by the British Museum 
of a $5m campaign to turn one 
of Saddam Hussein’s former pal-
aces into a new museum, which 
could eventually show artefacts 
from the British Museum’s col-
lection.

30 OctOber 
French Cultural Centre Baghdad

Exhibition 
Iraqian calligraphers living in 
France: Mohammed Saeed 
Alskar, Ghani Al Ani, Mohamed 
Saleh, Hassan Al Masoud.
The show is hosted by ‘ the In-
stitut du Monde Arabe’ in Paris, 
in cooperation with the French 
embassy in Iraq. 40 panels of 
calligraphy, mixed with the fea-
tures of the experiences of Iraq 
and French cultures. The exhibi-
tion will travel from Baghdad to 
Paris early 2011.

Saeed Alskar

November 19-21 
City of Najaf

Exhibition 
of finE Arts 
Title: Islam is a religion of peace, 
harmony and love. 80 Iraqi 
artist. The exhibition includes 
painting, sculptures, Arabic cal-
ligraphy and cartoons.

throughout March 
City hall Najaf

Exhibition of archaeologi-
cal artfacts by the Iraqi Ministry 
of Culture. More than 700 
archaeological sites were dis-
covered during the past years.

UNESCO OffiCE fOr iraq 

cultural heritage
UNESCO is assisting with the 
preservation and the rehabilita-
tion of major Iraqi cultural sites 
such as the National Museum 
and the National Library.

ARCHITECTURE

OctOber 22-23 
City center of Aqrah 

AqrAh CulturAl 
FestivAl Organized by the 
Ministry of Municipalities and 
Tourism of the Kurdistan region. 
Activities of artistic and cultural 
heritage and various seminars, 
lectures and exhibitions of pho-
tography and visual arts.

Similar to many other world capitals that have been af-
flicted with cosmopolitan genes, Baghdad has countless 
grand plans for building projects. Some of the motives 
show traces of cultural interest, but most plans, renova-
tion, renewal or other, are commercially based or driven 
by prestige. So far, most of the ambitions are still only on 
paper. A major part of the famous Rasheed street still lies 
in ruins. And one of the difficulties in restoring or relocat-
ing important buildings is the memory of Saddam Hussein 
contained in the façade of many of these buildings.  
Often, this is still an insurmountable obstacle. 

 
However, at several locations outside the capital, building 
activities are on the increase.. Especially Turkish build-
ing companies are building luxury building complexes at 
the northern borders. There is also an increase in building 
activities in the vicinity of the many sanctuaries, mostly 
connected to the tourist industry and infrastructure. 
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May 6, 4:00 pM.
Semiramis Cinema Baghdad

Saudon Street, Bab Al Shrage
FIlm PremIere 
Opening of Mohammed Al-
Darrajis new feature film ‘Son of 
Babylon’. Q&A with filmdirector. 

Semiramis Cinema

OpenIng March 28
University of Babylon

Hosted by the College of Fine 
Arts 
BABylOn FIlm FesTIVAl 
March 22 deadline for receipt of 
cinematographic works.
60 movies and documentary, 
duration between 20 to 40 
minutes.

DurIng raMaDaM 
august – septeMBer
Goptapa, North Iraq 

CInemAPrOjeCT 
FOr THe CHIlDren
Entitled: ‘The first Movie’.
Project by filmhistorian Mark 
Cousin (UK). Rigging up a cin-
ema in the middle of the village. 
Showing childhood films. Giving 
the children mini-cameras and 
making a documentary.

Filmstill ‘The first Movie’ by Mark Cousin

OpenIng OctOBer 1
Cinema 4D

Al Rashid Street
CInemA ‘4D exPerIenCe’
everyday nonstop
Entrepreneur: Saif Al-Shaikhlyn

DeceMBer 4-7
Iraqi Ministry of Culture Baghdad

FIlmFesTIVAl 
InTernATIOnAl CInemA
Four days program organized 
by the Department of Cinema 
and Theatre, the Department of 
Cultural Relations, the Gen-
eral Assembly and Filmmakers 
Without Borders. Directors and 
producers in the filmindustry of 
the the six neighbor countries of 
Iraq will take part in the festival.

DeceMBer 29, 20:00 pM
Sulaymaniyah

FIlm FesTIVAl
Organized by the Department 
of Cinematic Arts of the Ministry 
of Culture and Youth / Kurdistan 
Regional Government of Iraq. 
The program offers 34 films.
Best Film Award for the Iranian 
film ‘The Evening spiral’ directed 
by Azad Mohamadi.

2010-2011
Baghdad, Arbil and Basra

IFTVC FIlm FesTIVAl 
AnnOnCemenT
Organized by: Independent Film 
& Television College (IFTVC).
Rescheduled: first planning 
autumn/winter 2010 – new date 
April/May 2011 (depence on 
fund raising). Baghdad, Arbil and 
Basra, a nine-day travelling festi-
val screenings on three days in 
each of three Iraqi cities. 
Screening: Student films, and 
the VPRO documentary ‘The 
Baghdad Film School’ about 
IFTVC. Supported by the 
Heinrich Boell Foundation, the 
Goethe Institute Iraq, HIVOS 
and the Arab Fund for Arts and 
Culture.

prOgraM 2010
Iraq

OPen AIr CInemA 
Project: Iraqi Mobile Cinema 
Festival. Now in it’s second year, 
showcasing films with cutting 
edge activism, whilst platforming 
Iraqi cinema throughout Iraq. 
Program 2010: ‘War, Love, 
God and Madness’ and ‘Son of 
Babylon’.

Open Air Cinema screening in Baghdad 2009

May
Al Rashid Street Baghdad

FOUnDeD: IrAqI Cen-
Tre OF InDePenDenT 
mOVIe 
Founders: filmmakers 
Oday Rasheed 
and Mohamed Al Daradji. 
About providing spaces for 
libraries, technical studios and 
workshops on cinema, pho-
tography, writing, directing and 
producing. 

Oday Rasheed

FILM
Cinema

Before the war, the many movie theatres in Baghdad  
were sold out, night after night. Arabic films alternated with 
Hollywood productions, although the national film industry 
was almost completely dominated by propaganda for  
Hussein’s regime. On top of that the embargo made it 
impossible to import the hardware, film, parts for cameras, 
etc.

The slowly developing Iraqi movie industry is drawing a 
lot of international attention and has been awarded at 
many festivals. In stark contrast, almost all the cinema’s in 
Baghdad are closed or have been destroyed. The threat of 
violence, curfews and power failures has all but finished  
off cinema attendance.

Television

One thing that did flourish after the fall of Saddam Hussein 
is the Iraqi soap opera. There are twelve new channels, 
so there is a lot of choice. One of the new channels has 
four new productions on the go, but only one was shot in 
Baghdad itself, as the dangers involved pose an enormous 
risk to the crew and actors.

FeBruary 5
French Cultural Center, Baghdad

WOrksHOP FOr IrAqI 
DOCUmenTArIes
Three documentary films by 
three Iraqi directors. ‘Debbah, 
City of Fuel Containers’, ‘Water of 
Al-Maadan’, ‘He or She’.
Produced by the French 
organization Alterdoc. 
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DOWNTOWN BaghDaD

renovation projects in Baghdad

Al Rasheed Street is considered to be one of the capital’s 
important cultural areas, but it is in a state of poor repair 
on account of neglect. Al Rasheed Street opened to the 
public in 1916 and has been the setting for important mile-
stones in Iraqi history. Western and Arabic architectural 
styles are engraved in the Al Rasheed Street buildings. 
At the moment, many of the buildings’ windows are broken, 
and their floors are covered with dust. Because of the 
huge sums involved in carrying out the ‘Al-Rasheed Street 
Reconstruction Project’, the Baghdad municipality wants to 
establish a company in partnership with the private sector, 
similar to the company that reconstructed Beirut.

Al rasheed Theatre

The Al Rasheed Theatre was severely damaged by the 
allied bombings in 2003. Since then, it has no longer been 
used as a theatre. Recently, a group of Iraqi artists took 
the initiative to repair, renovate an re-open this famous 
theatre. The group is against a possible commercial use 
of the building and it is opposed to the prevailing religious 
censorship. The Al Rasheed Theatre is named after a Sun-
nite caliph. Reason enough for the Shiite religious leaders 
to oppose the building, let alone the fact that theatre is 
considered ‘haram’.

Before 2003, this was no issue at all; people were not 
aware of each other’s religious background. But the war 
and its aftermath sparked considerable religious tension, 
which in turn has had a large effect on the cultural field. 
The liberal theatre community in Baghdad now wishes to 
rename the building to ‘Al-Sadr-Al Rasheed’ Theatre, to 
express the unity of all Iraqi in the field of culture, whatever 
the religious background one might have. 

Al Rasheed Street 2008 Al Rasheed Theatre (at Al Salhya District), after the war
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literature
JanuarY 15 
U.S. Embassy in Brussels Belgium

IraqI-amerIcan Po-
etry readIng
by poet Ahmed Jalil Alwayes. 
Organized by the Iraqi Tawasin 
Cultural Society and the U.S. 
Embassy in Baghdad.
Iraqi poet Mohammed Rasim 
Kasim, president of the Tawasin 
Cultural Society, described 
poetry in as a “cultural bridge 
between East and West”. 

JanuarY 21 
Georgetown University
Washington USA

Lecture Fund, Al Waref Institute
ArAbic Poetry 
reAding 
May Rihani (Lebanese poet) and 
Saleh Majeed (Iraqi poet). 
First year anniversary of found-
ing the Al Waref Institute.

February 10 
House of Journalist Caïro Egypt

Poetry reading 
Nassire Ghadire.
Iraqi cultural sessions.

Nassire Ghadire

FeBruary 20
Caïro Egypt

International Book Fair
reADInG AnD 
PresenTATIOn 
by Iragi poet Qais Reem Kubba.
The poet describes the moment 
of getting out of Iraq.

Qais Reem Kubba

March 10 
House of Journalist Caïro Egypt

POeTry reADInG 
Salah Hassan.
Iraqi cultural sessions.

Salah Hassan

aprIl 19, 6 pM.
Art Gallery Nabad
Amman Jordan

BOOklAUnCH – sIGnInG
Booktitle: Al Said / Himat
Auteur: Farouk Yousif.
By the Arab Institution for Stud-
ies and Publication - Oman
Artwork by the artists Himit Mu-
hammad Ali and Shakir Hassan 
Al Said.

The Iraqi cultural infrastructure has fallen apart. Iraqi artists 
are now scattered all over the world, but mostly in the Arab 
region. There they are admitted into the existing artist com-
munity, but in most cases the local situation is currently 
just as vulnerable and insecure as in Iraq. Since the ‘Arab 
Spring’, conditions for local artists have deteriorated – 
political instability obstructs all cultural activities. Iraqi art-
ists, like many artists in the region, are in dire straits.

Damascus traditionally admits a lot of Iraqi refugees.  
In 2007, it was estimated that over a million Iraqis lived in 
Syria. One can imagine the consequences, especially con-
sidering the past couple of months (summer 2011). Only 
one year ago, in the Damascus tea room Rhoda, a famous 
meeting centre for Iraqi refugees, we met many artists and 
writers. We are afraid that this would be impossible now. 
Also in Cairo, there are hundreds of Iraqi artists who now 
hope and strive for better conditions.

In Amman, the capital of Jordan, Iraqi artists gave a 
positive impulse to the relatively weak cultural climate 
in Jordan and the art market was flooded with Iraqi art, 
which disrupted the position of the local artists. Prior to 
the recent revolutions, Cairo and Beirut were the cultural 
capitals in the Arabic region. The Iraqi television and film 
industry were being managed from Cairo. And traditionally 
books are printed in Beirut, which is important, as litera-
ture is at the heart of Iraqi culture. But now everything has 
changed drastically, if not dramatically. 

Not even a year ago, we thought the complex situation 
to be a tough, but not impossible challenge for all parties 
involved. Finally, Iraqi artists and intellectuals everywhere 
in the world were contributing to local art and culture. For 
the 2011 Biennale of Venice, Iraq was represented by many 
Iraqi artists living and working abroad, at the presentation 
of ‘Iraq outside Iraq’. However, currently many of these 
artists are getting crushed by the geo-political develop-
ments. Undeniable consequences of international politics 
and warfare.

Iraqi movies, workshop in Caïro 2010S. Hassan, J. Alwan, A. Haloob, H. Al Harthi, tea-house ‘Al Roda’, Damascus 2009

A CUlTUre  
In exIle
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DeceMBer 14
Doha Sheraton 
Qatar

Social Development Center
eVenT 
AT THe GAlA DInner 
‘The Seven Letters of Rafidain’.
A theatrical production Directed 
by Jawad Al-Assadi.
The event will focus on the 
ancient civilization of Iraq.

theatre

aprIl 3-9
Tunisia

HAmmAm Al-sHAT 
FesTIVAl
Performance. 
“Death and the Virgin’. 
Directed by Ibrahim Hannoun
Presention by the Department 
of Cinema and Theatre of Iraq.

March 27 tIll aprIl 10
The Royal Cultural Center
Amman, Jordan

THe 16TH AmmAn 
InTernATIOnAl 
THeATre FesTIVAl
Award for Best play – Iraqi the-
atrical work ‘Camp’. Written and 
directed by Muhannad Hadi
The play addressed the suffer-
ing of Iraqi refugees who are 
forced by violence and sectarian 
strife. Scenography is used as 
compensation for places in the 
scenes.

DeceMBer 11 
Iraqi House in Kiev, Ukraine 

PlAy ‘Forbidden Dreams’
Director Kasim Monis. 
Performed by the Iraqi group 
Theatre Laboratory The play 
deals with the subject of the 
rejection of all forms of violence 
and war in Iraq.It revolves 
around three characters the fa-
ther, and the wife and husband.

January
Centre art Monty
 Antwerpen, Begium 

PlAy The Babylonian Mona 
Lisa ‘De graftombe van de 
dame’.
A play by Hazim Kamaledin
co-production: TG Cactusbloem
Theatre, ritual, installation.

music
January 17
Theatre De Lampegiet
Veenendaal, Netherlands

COnCerT
Farida & Iraqi Maqam Ensemble. 
Arab Music Week.

FeBruary 2
The Arab Cultural Center
Bruxelles, Belgium 

School for Iraqi Maqam in Europe
OPenInG COnCerT 
By Anwar Abu Drag.
Classic Iraqi instruments and 
Choir singing, shrines of Arabic 
music and the Iraqi Maqam.

Ahmed Mukhtar

OctOBer 9
Babel Theatre
Hamra Beirut, Lebanon

mAGAzIne lAUnCHe 
‘BeIT’
by The Iraqi House of Poetry 
Iraqi poet Ahmed Abdul Hussein 
and his colleagues from the 
House of Poetry launch the first 
issue of their new magazine on 
invited by Jawad al-Asadi.

Jawad Al Asadi, director of the Babel Theatre

nOveMBer 9-15
Institute of Arab Studies
Berlin Germany 

IrAqI CUlTUrAl Week
Program: Iraqis in the Diaspora
Organized by the Institute of 
Arab Culture in Germany. 
This year, the Arab Cultural 
Week (in its fourth season) fo-
cused on Iraqi culture. Contribu-
tions by many artists, filmmak-
ers and playwrights from the 
Iraqi Diaspora as well as artists 
coming from inside Iraq.

May 6 
Dar Al Anda Art Gallery
Amman, Jordan

BOOk sIGnInG 
for Iraqi Poet & Journalist 
Ali Abed Al-Ameer Ejam.

July 5-11
Museum of Modern Art
Opera House Caïro Egypt

THe IrAqI CUlTUrAl 
Week In CAIrO
Art exhibitions, theatreal pro-
ductions, concerts, book fairs, 
lectures and readings.

nOveMBer 26-28 
Schweizerisch-Arabischen 
Kulturzentrum Zürich Swiss

InTernATIOnAl 
POeTry FesTIVAl 
Al-mUTAnABBI 
With Fazwi Karim, Bassem Al 
Meraiby. 

DeceMBer 9, 8 pM.
De vieze gasten Gent, Belgium

BOOkPresenTATIOn 
‘OrAAl’ 
by Hazim Kamaledin.
A novel between fiction and 
facts. Stories from ancient and 
modern times, from Iraqi place, 
cities like Babel and Najaf.

DeceMBer 12 
Caïro Egypt

THe InTernATIOnAl 
FOrUm FOr CreATIVITy 
ArAB nOVelIsT 
Organized by: the Supreme. 
Council of Culture, Literature 
and Arts of Egypt. 
Iraqi contributions:
Poet Amjad Mohammed Said, 
critic Sadiq al-Tai presents his 
research paper about ‘Iraqi con-
temporary literature: a study of 
conflict identities’, a lecture by 
novelist Ali Badr entitled: 
A Critique sources.

Hazim Kamaledin

July 6, 8 pM. 
Darat al Funun 
The Khalid Shoman Foundation
Amman, Jordan 

leCTUre 
‘Iraqi artist in the diaspora’ 
by Rafa Nasiri.
co-curated with May Muzaffar
The generation of the 1980’s as 
a model.
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Opening January 5
Albareh Art Gallery, Bahrain 

Exhibition ‘Two Faces’
Faisel Laibi Sahi and Modhir 
Ahmed | Paintings, modern real-
ism / post-modernism.

Faisel Laibi Sahi           Modhir Ahmed 

VISUAL ARTS

tIll January 31st 
St. Albans Museum
Hertfordshire, United Kingdom

ArT exHIBITIOn 
‘Iraq, the forgotten story’ 

FeBruary
Assyrian Hall at the British Museum
London, United Kingdom

exHIBITIOn 
IrAqI TexTIle 
‘World history in the 100 artifacts’ 
Opening ceremony with music, 
poetry and drama entitled ‘Ba-
bylonian fingers’ by the 
musician Ahmed Mukhtar. 

OpenIng 
FeBruary 11 – aprIl 25 
Museum of Contemporary Art
KIASMA | Helsinki, Finland

exHIBITIOn 
Adel Abidin. Video.

OpenIng FeBruary 16
Hall of Gallery Visions
Amman, Jordan

exHIBITIOn 
‘Abandoned Scent’
Balasim Mohammed. Paintings.

OpenIng 
FeBruary 19 – 26 
City Hall, London, United Kingdom

exHIBITIOn 
‘Harmony’
Hosted by Association of Fine 
Artists of Iraqis in Britan. Work 
of 25 Iraqi artist living in London.

FeBruary 22
Gallery Albareh Bahrein

exHIBITIOn 
‘A Chair and Painting’
Iraqi artist/designers: Ahmed 
Al Bahrani, Mahmud Al Obaide, 
Nazar Yahya.
9 Arab artist has to produce a 
canvas and a chair.

FeBruary 26 – March 26
Beemster Art Center 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

exHIBITIOn 
Hoshyar Saeed Rasheed.
Ceramics, paintings.

Work by Hoshyar Saeed Rashed

FeBruary 16 – March 12
syMpOsIuM: March 4
Sheppard Fine Arts Gallery
University of Nevada, Reno USA 

exHIBITIOn 
AnD symPOsIUm
Iraqimemorial.org project
Selected artists were invited to 
recreate their online propos-
als. There is no winner of this 
competition.

aprIl 9-10, 8 pM. 
Centre du Monde Arabe
Parijs, France 

lUTe-COnCerT 
By Nasseer Shamma.
Shamma telling a message 
of love to Lebanon through 
his Oud.

Nasseer Shamma

May 16
The Roxy Art House
Edinburgh, United Kingdom

The Reel Festival 
COnCerT 
Farida Mohammad Ali. 
Farida and the Iraqi Maqam 
Ensemble will perform their 
Scottish debut alongside the
Babylon Arabic Band.

May 22, 7:30 pM 
Queen Elizabeth Hall
SouthBank Centre, London, UK

COnCerT Classic Voices of 
Baghdad by Ahmed Mukhtar The 
Baghdad Ensemble and
The Iraqi Maqam Group. 
The Concert features the Chal-
ghi Al Baghdadi singing classical 
Iraqi music. The ensemble is a 
group of specialist musicians 
dedicated to the art of Iraqi 
maqam. Also featuring Ahmed 
Mukhtar, a leading oud master, 
introducing traditional Iraqi 
music accompanied by Western 
instruments like the accordion, 
cello and bass.

June 9, 8-11 eDt
Masquerade 
Atlanta, USA

June 10. 8-11 pDt 
The Roxy
West Hollywood, Los Angeles, USA

COnCerT
Scion Metal Show by Heavy 
Metal Band.

June 20
Opera House
Damascus, Syria

COnCerT
at the UNHCR World Refugee Day
By Ilham al-Madfai. 
A legend both at home and 
abroad, Ilham al-Madfai’s music 
celebrates both Iraqi and West-
ern musical traditions.

Ilham al-MadfaiFarida Mohammad Ali
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16 aprIl – 20 June 
The Cornerhouse
Manchester United Kingdom

exHIBITIOn 
‘Contemporary Art Iraq’
New generation of Iraqi artists. 
Installation, performance, video, 
painting and photography. 
Works by: Julie Adnan, Aryan 
Abubakr Ali, Salam Idwer Yaqoob 
Al-loos, Bhrhm Taib H. Ameen, 
Sarwar Mohamad Amin, Bitwen 
Ali Hamad, Gailan Abdullah 
Ismail, Azar Othman Mahmud, 
Zana Rasul Mohammed, Natheer 
Muslim, Rohzgar Mahmood Mus-
tafa, Yadgar Abubakir Nassradin, 
Mustafa Mumtaz Noori, Jamal 
Penjweny, Roshna Rasool, 
Mohammad Sale & Wrya Bud-
aghi, Hemn Hamed Sharef, Mo-
hammed Abdulhussein Yousif.

‘My finger didn’t get ink’ – Muhammad Sale Rostamzadeh & Wrya Budaghi

‘Bricks’ – Azar Othman Mahmud

aprIl 19, 7:00 pM. 
Dar Al Anda Galery 
Amman, Jordan

exHIBITIOn Riyadh Ne’emah
Paintings.

OpenIng aprIl 24, 7:00 pM. 
Karim Gallery, Amman, Jordan

exHIBITIOn 
Amar Dawod.

Amar Dawod

OpenIng cereMOny 
aprIl 25, 7:00 pM.
At the premises of the Youth 
Creative Art Center Qatar

exHIBITIOn Do you speak art?
Waleed Rasheed Quaisi.

OpenIng 
aprIl 25 – June 12 
Beemster Art Centre
Amsterdam, Netherlands

exHIBITIOn 
Tribute for Ziad Haider 
(Iraq 1954 – 2006 Amsterdam) 
Paintings and drawings. 

‘untitled 2002’ – Ziad Haider

starts May 1,  12:00 aM.
enDs June 1,  12:00 aM.
Shelter community workspace
and gallery, Dubai, UAE

THe POrTFOlIO 
PrOjeCT 
Issue: Hala Al-Ani. 
Monthly exhibition project.
Hala’s work includes a self-por-
trait series, which she describes 
as ‘doubtful inquiries that yearn 
for an encounter of refuge. 

March 15-21 
Bastakiya, House 89
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

AL Bastakiya Art Fair (BAF)
GrOUP exHIBITIOn 
‘They Welcomed Us With Flowers’. 
Reflecting on Iraq. Contem-
porary painting, photography, 
installation and video.
Artists reflect on Iraq. 
Sundus Abdul Hadi, Halim 
Alkarin, Sama Alshaibi & Deena 
Al-Adeeb, Sami Alkarim, Ahmed 
Alsoudani, Yves Gellie, Hanaa 
Malallah, Mahmud Obaidi.

OpenIng March 17 
Art Sawa Gallery, Dubai, UAE 

exHIBITIOn 
‘My Homeland’
Works of Nazar Yahya, Kareem 
Risan, Mahmoud Obaidi, Ghas-
san Ghaieb, Ahmed Bahrani, 
Rafa Al-Nasiri & Dia Azzawi. 
Curated by Dia Al-Azzawi.

March 28  – May 9 
Exhibition space 
La Remise in Cafe Matisse 
Roermond, The Netherlands

exHIBITIOn ‘Lover Dream’
Burhan Saleh. 
25 Paintings and graphic works.

OpenIng 
March 24 – aprIl 4
Al Arjun Art Gallery
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

sPrInG ArT exHIBITIOn 
Artist fom Emirates, UK, USA, 
Lebanon, Iraq & Syria.
Paintings. 

aprIl 10 – aprIl 25
Lasso Gallery 
Norrköping, Sweden

exHIBITIOn ‘Färgad Smärta’ 
Aaid Jasim. Paintings.

detail | Aaid Jasim

aprIl 9, 2-3 pM.
Pergamon Museum
Berlin Germany 

PerFOrmAnCe
‘Good Morning Babylon’.
by Al Fadhil.
Title: If you take away a people’s 
history, what are they left with?
This event is to be considered 
a personal action of the artist; 
the Pergamon Museum as an 
institution is not involved. 

Al Fadhil

OpenIng aprIl 14, 6:30 pM. 
Orfali Art gallery, Amman, Jordan

exHIBITIOn ‘Dialogue memory’
Saadi Al Kaabi. 

aprIl 14, evenIng
Museum of Islamic Art
Education Centre Qatar

leCTUre 
‘Revelations about The Iraq Museum’
by Dr Munir Taha, the former 
Director of the Iraq Museum.
The lecture covered the crea-
tion of the museum in 1923 as 
a result of an agreement made 
between the Iraqi government 
and the British and American 
funded excavation teams which 
stipulated that archaeological 
material would be split in half 
between the two.
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May 31 – June 4
The Syrian Arab Cultural Center 
Paris, France

Exhibition 
‘Some of the remnan’
Abdul Kareem Sadoon.

Opening June 2
Zone A Expo, 
Shanghai, China PR. 

World Expo
Theme of the Iraqi Pavilion: 
‘City of the Future’ 
The Iraq Pavilion’s recreation 
of the Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon transports visitors into 
the mythical world of ‘1001 
Arabian Nights’. Iraq shows in 
its exhibition area a reflection 
on thousand years of cultural 
heritage. Pictures and tapestries 
depicting Arabian myths and 
tales adorn the interior walls 
of the pavilion. There is also a 
dream city model to showcase 
Iraq’s wish for tradition to live 
harmoniously with modernity 
and the environment. Within 
three years, it is hoped that 
this dream city model will be 
changed into a new city of 0.97 
square kilometers, built in Najaf.

2009
Giardini, Arsenale and public space
Venice, Italy

53rd Venice Biennale
The Unofficial 
iraq PaVilion
An individual artistic project by 
Kadhum. Milan-based artist born 
in Iraq. The artist performs:
‘begging for love’

Announcement:
June 4 – nov. 27 2011
Press Preview: June 2
Gervasuti Foundation
between Giardini and Arsenale
Venice Italy

54th Venice Biennale
First OFFicial 
PaViliOn OF iraq
Title of the exhibition:
 Acqua Ferita / Wounded Water
Six Iraqi Artists interpret the 
theme of water.
Participating Iraqi-born artists: 
Adel Abidin, Halim Al Karim, 
Ahmed Al Soudani, Ali Assaf, 
Azad Nanakeli, Walid Siti.
Curator: Mary Angela Schroth.

‘Begging for love’ 2009 – Kadhum

June 3 – July 4 
Institute of Social Studies
The Hague, The Netherlands

Exhibition 
‘Baghdad in Den Haag’
Organized by AIDA. 
Paintings and drawings. 
Participating artist from  
Baghdad: Ali Fadhil, Ali Kadam, 
Assad al Saghir, Bassam Zaki, 
Fawz Jaafar, Gada al Ani, Haider 
Alqaragholi, Haider Madlol, 
Mohanad Mohamed, Mohamed 
al Qassim, Melad Hamid, 
Nabil Ali, Rashed Aqhar, Sheren 
Jomaa, Ziad Ghazi, Amjad 
Kawish, Halem Qassim.

Amjad kawish

Opening June 4, 6 pm.
until June 19 
The lounge, Washington, USA

Exhibition 
‘A visit to Baghdad’ Ahmed Karkhi.
Paintings. The exhibition will be 
opened by the Iraqi ambassador 
in Washington.

OpenIng May 10, 6.30 pM. 
untIl May 24 
The Orfali Art Gallery 
Amman, Jordan 

exHIBITIOn Mohammad 
Muhraddin. Paintings.

OpenIng 
May 8 – May 16
Husby Art Hall, Stockholm, Sweden 

exHIBITIOn 
‘Fixed and Variables’
Organized by The Iraqi Artists 
Associaton Sweden.
23 Artists present 34 art works. 
Painting, ceramic and sculpture.

OpenIng May 3, 7:00 pM. 
Rawi gallery, Amman, Jordan 

exIBITIOn ‘Arab Art’ 
18 artist from Jordan, Syria, Iraq. 
With Dia Azzawi. 
Under the patronage of H.R.H. 
Princess Raiwa bin Ali.

May 10-17 
UNESCO Palace of Art
Beruth, Lebanon 

exHIBITIOn Salam Omar.
Under the auspices of the Cul-
tural Center in South Lebanon.

May 10-16
Share Art Gallery
Los Angeles, USA

exHIBITIOn
‘Artists & Art of Mesopotamia’

May 13
Hall of UNESCO 
Beirut, Lebanon

exHIBITIOn 
in Beirut from Hewar Gallery 
Baghdad (exhibition from March) 
Sculpture, painting, ceramics. 
Contemporary Iraqi Art includes 
works by more than fifty Iraqi 
artist. Nuri al-Rawi, Salim al-
Dabbagh, Saad al-Tai, Fakhir 
Mohammed, Dia Al Kuzai, Qasim 
Sabti, Taha Wahyb, and others.

May 15 – June 6
Gallery Art Singel 100
Amsterdam, Netherlands

exHIBITIOn 
Sadik Kwaish Alfraji. Painting, 
ink, rice paper, canvas.

‘In the name of Freedom’, 2007 – Sadik Kwaish Alfraji

May 18 – June 17
panel DIscussIOn May 20 
Rafia Gallery, Damascus, Syria

exHIBITIOn
Calligraphic Innovations.
Four creative Arab calligraphers.
Wissam Shawkat (Iraq 1974).

OpenIng May 20, 6-8 pM.
untIl July 31 
Gallery Location One 
New York, USA 

exHIBITIOn ‘I’m sorry’
Adel Abidin.

by Adel Abidin

by Dia Azzawi

by Salam Omar

May 28 – June 11
UNESCO Hall, Beirut, Lebanon 

exHIBITIOn ‘Iraqi Rooms’.
Paintings, sculptures, ceramics.

May 1-5 
Qatar National Theatre
Cinema Landmark 

IrAqI CUlTUrAl Week 
qATAr
Exhibitions Visual Arts. Book 
Fair. Poetry readings by Muham-
mad Ali Al Khafji , Marwan Adel 
Hamza, Moneim Alfakir, Aref 
Al-Saadi. Music: Galgy Bagh-
dadi band, The National Folklore 
Dancing Band. Film: Documen-
tary movie about Iraq civilization
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OpenIng 2 sept, 8 pM.
tIll 25 septeMBer
Centre de Cultura 
Cambrils, Spain

exHIBITIOn 
‘Homenatge a Antoni Clavé’
Kamal Sultan . Paintings.

vernIssage sept. 11, 3 pM.
enD party OctOBer 3 
Villa Escamp
The Hague, The Netherlands

exHIBITIOn
 ‘Iraqi Art. In the name of peace'
Organized by Awtan Foundation.
Exhibition of Iraqi artist: Iman Ali, 
Kamal Khrish, Oday Alubaydi, 
Salam Djaaz, together with Peter 
Waltman (NL).

Oday Alubaydi

OpenIng sept 22, 6 pM.
Dar Al-Anda Art Gallery
Amman, Jordan

exHIBITIOn 
Baghdad-Ammaan-Sydney
Alwan Al-Alwan and Emad Al-
Dhaher. Sculptures.

septeMBer 28 – Oct. 10 
College of Law, DePaul University
Chicago, USA

IrAq HIsTOry PrOjeCT 
ArT FesTIVAl
The project is a series of gath-
ered personal narratives from 
victims, witnesses, perpetrators, 
and others regarding human 
rights violations committed in 
Iraq from 1963 – 2003. The 
October 3rfl Festival will feature 
the work of 19 artists who 
created pieces to reflect these 
testimonies.

OpenIng OctOBer 3
 – OctOBer 30  
Beemster Art Centre
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

exHIBITIOn 
Aras Kareem
Painings and drawings.

Aras Kareem

OctOBer 11-14 
International House
University of California
Berkeley USA 

PHOTOGrAPHy 
exHIBITIOn
‘OPEN SHUTTERS IRAQ’
The result of a photography 
project, during which a group of 
women came from five cities in 
Iraq to live and work together in 
a traditional courtyard house in 
Damascus. There they learned 
to take photographs and at the 
same time, presented their ‘life 
maps’ to each other, unearthing 
memories and telling stories, 
which had remained buried for 
30 years in the course of just 
trying to survive devastating 
years of war, dictatorship and 
sanctions.

OctOBer 6, 6:30 pM.
Orfalli Gallery, Amman, Jordan

exHIBITIOn ‘Solitary Acts’
Sina Ata.

Work by Sina Ata

tuesDay OctOBer 12, 7 pM. 
International House Auditorium  

Film Screening + Director Q&A 
Directed by Maysoon Pachachi.
The film documents the mak-
ing of Open Shutters Iraq, on 
display in the Auditorium.

Opening August 15
La Jolla Playhouse
San Diego, California, USA

exhibition ‘Love Struck’
With Qais Al-Sindy. Organized 
by San Diego Visual Arts Net-
work. The Art and Fashion Event 
is part of the ongoing ‘Perform-
ance + Cocktails’ series.

Opening June 28, 7:00 pm. 
Dar Al Anda Art Gallery
Amman, Jordan

Exhibition ‘Migration of ideas’
Exhibition of the Iraqi expatri-
ate artist Ayad Al-Qaragholli 
together with two foreign artists.

Opening June 29, 7-9 pm. 
until July 17 
The Arts Project Gallery
London Ontario, Canada

Exhibition ‘New Canadians’
Khalid Wahal. Acryl on canvas, 
digital print on paper, Video.

July 4-25 
Birdscapes Gallery, Norfolk, UK

Photo Exhibition
'Wildlife of Iraq'. Nature Photogra-
phy – hosted by Nature Iraq and 
BirdLife International. The United 
Nations hopes to display the 
exhibition in Baghdad in 2011.

July 6-22
Darat al Funun 
The Khalid Shoman Foundation,
Amman, Jordan

Exhibition 
‘Witness from Baghdad’ 
Halim Al Karim 

July 13 – August 6
Canadian Sculpture Centre
Toronto, Canada

Exhibition ‘Mythology’
Hassan Haythem. 
Reception and Artist talk: 
July 15 6:30 pm

July 21 – August 1
Global Gallery, Sydney, Autralia 

Exhibition 
‘Narratives from the pillow’
Mazin Ahmad. Paintings.

Vernissage august 12
august 14 – sept. 5 
Artgallery Kulturhuset Ängeln
Katrineholm, Sweden

Exhibition
‘For Sweden Now!’. Iraqi artist in 
Sweden. Participating artist: 
Falah Alani, Amjad Altayyar. Sa-
har Burhan, Aaid Jasmin Fahad, 
Mohammed Sami.

August 20  – sept. 26
Gallery Janet Rady Fine Art
 London, United Kingdom

Exhibition 
Sound Base – Re-Piano
Rashad Salim shows his geo-
piano installation, projections 
and a new series of digital and 
analogue prints.

Rashad Salim

by Khalid Wahal
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OctOBer, nOveMBer
Imperial War Museum
London, United Kingdom

exHIBITIOn AnD 
DIsCUssIOns
'Baghdad 5 March 2007'
Conversations will take place 
the weekends of 20-21 and 27-
28 November.
The object was a car caught in a 
suicide bomb in Baghdad, three 
years ago, and now transformed 
into an exhibition object.The car 
represents the 37-38 people 
killed around it on 5 March 2007 
on Al-Mutanabbi Street, a book 
market which formed the heart 
of Iraqi cultural life.

DeceMBer 5-30
Orient Gallery, Amman, Jordan 

exHIBITIOn ‘The lost Paradise’
Quais Alk-Sindy. 
Paintings.

DeceMBer 12 
untIl 12 FeBruary 2011 
El-Gezira Arts Center 
Palace of Prince Amru Ibrahim 
Caïro, Egypt

CAIrO BIennAle 12 
Participating Iraqi Artists: 
Adel Abidin, Ali Assaf El-Gabry, 
Tamara Nouri.
Video art, sculptures, paintings.

OpenIng DeceMBer 30 
untIl May 28 2011 
Museum of Islamic Art
Al-Riwaq Art Space 
Doha, Qatar 

exHIBITIOn
‘Interventions’
This exhibition honors and cel-
ebrates the lives and careers of 
five pivotal modernist Arab art-
ists: Dia Azzawi, Farid Belkahia, 
Ahmed Nawar, Ibrahim el-Salahi 
and Hassan Sharif.

start DeceMBer 15 
MathafArab Museum 
of Modern Art, Qatar

PrOjeCT Third Eye / third ‘I’ 
by Wafaa Bilal. 
NY-based Iraqi artist Wafaa Bilal 
implant camera in the back of 
his head for one year.

DeceMBer 16-20 
Orient Gallery, Amman, Jordan

exHIBITIOn 
‘Colorful Thoughts’
11 Artist, from Jordan, Lebanon, 
Bahrein, Syria and Iraq.
Participating Iraqi artists: Falah 
Al Saeidi, Yassin Mohammadawi.

Dia Azzawi

OpenIng OctOBer 25
Gallery Nabad, Amman – Jordan

exHIBITIOn ‘What after time’
Rafa Al Nasiri. Seven years 
of the Artist experiments in 
graphic, printing and  paintings.

OpenIng OctOBer 12
Meem Gallery, Dubai UAE

exHIBITIOn 
‘Art in Iraq Today: Part 1’
Works of Modhir Ahmed, Nedim 
Kufi and Hanaa Malallah
Curated by Dia Al-Azzawi

OctOBer 17 – nOveMBer 17
Hub Gallery, Canada

exHIBITIOn 
‘Displaced dreams’
Qahtan Ibrahim
Video installation.

OctOBer 22–29 
Changsha, China P.R.

InTernATIOnAl OrAnGe 
PHOTO FesTIVAl 
Iraq Contemporary Visual Arts. 
Photographers Jamal Penjweny 
and Rebeen Majeed.

work by Jamal Penjweny

OpenIng OctOBer 27, 6 pM.
Gallery Dar Al-Anda
Amman, Jordan

exHIBITIOn ‘From-To’ 
Ceramist Aws Al-Jidd.

OpenIng OctOBer 30, 7 pM.
Karim Gallery
Amman, Jordan

exHIBITIOn Ghassan Ghaib.
Paintings.

OpenIng nOveMBer 2, 7 pM.
tIll DeceMBer 11
Maraya Art Centre
Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

exHIBITIOn ‘The Cave’
9 artists from the Arab world. 
Short video expressions. 

‘Bread of life’ 6:33 min. 2009 – Adel Abidin

nOveMBer 9-15
Institute of Arab Studies
Berlin Germany 

IrAqI CUlTUrAl Week
Program: Iraqis in the Diaspora.
Organized by the Institute of 
Arab Culture in Germany 
This year, the Arab Cultural 
Week (in its fourth season) fo-
cused on Iraqi culture. Contribu-
tions by many artists, filmmak-
ers and playwrights from the 
Iraqi Diaspora as well as artists 
coming from inside Iraq.

12 nOveMBer, 6:30 pM.
The British Museum
BP Lecture Theatre
London, United Kingdom

FOR MEMBERS ONLY
leCTUre ‘War in Iraq and dam-
age to cultural heritage’
With John Curtis, Keeper of the 
Middle East, considers the dam-
age to the Iraqi cultural heritage 
since 2003, including thefts 
from museums and looting at 
archaeological sites.

OpenIng nOveMBer 15
Meem Gallery, Dubai UAE

exHIBITIOn 
‘Art in Iraq Today: Part 2’
Works of Ghassan Ghaib, 
Kareem Risan and Nazar Yahya
Curated by Dia Al-Azzawi.

Rafa Al Nasiri
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June 14-21
Damascus, Syria

FIlm FesTIVAl 
DAmAsCUs
The Refugee Film Festival 
WORLD REFUGEE WEEK
Organized in collaboration with 
the UK-based Reel Festival. 
Support has been forthcoming 
from the Syrian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, the Syrian Ministry 
of Culture, the Syrian Arab Red 
Crescent, the diplomatic com-
munity, the private sector and 
the UN Country Team.

June 16-27
Filmhouse Edinburgh, UK

eDInBUrGH InTernA-
TIOnAl FIlm FesTIVAl 
REEL FESTIVAL
‘Son of Babylon’ Special Mention. 
‘Kick Off’.

DeceMBer 12-19
Dubai, UAE

DUBAI InTernATIOnAl 
FIlm FesTIVAl
Screening: ‘The Baghdad Film 
School’ (summer 2010) by direc-
tor Shuchen Tan.
VPRO documentary about the 
Independent Film & Television 
College in Baghdad and of the 
personal lives and aspirations of 
its students. They were asked by 
Shuchen to make video diaries, 
and these were included in the 
final film.

June 5-12
 Novi Sad, Serbia

CInemA CITy InTernA-
TIOnAl FIlm FesTIVAl
'Son of Babylon'. Special Mention.

June 6 – July 15
Taipei Taiwan 

TAIPeI InTernATIOnAl 
FIlm FesTIVAl
Grand Prize for 'Kick off'.
by Shawkat Amin.

June 23-27
Rotterdam, The Netherlands

ArAB FIlm FesTIVAl 
'L'Aube du Mondel' Iraq.

July 2-10
Karlovy Vary, Czech Republic

kArlOVy VAry InTernA-
TIOnAl FIlm FesTIVAl 
'Son of Babylon'. Winner of the 
NETPAC Award.

august 23-29
Ugljan, Croatia

FOrUm zADAr InTernA-
TIOnAl FIlm FesTIVAl
'Son of Babylon'. 
Best European Co-production.

septeMBer 21 – OctOBer 1
Utrecht, The Netherlands

DUTCH FIlm FesTIVAl
Closing movie: 'Son of Babylon'.

septeMBer 29 – OctOBer 10
Piccadilly Circus 
London, United Kingdom

rAInDAnCe FIlm 
FesTIVAl lOnDOn
'Son of Babylon'. Winner Best 
International Feature Film. 
Screened at Closing Night.
Gala Film! Followed by Party.

OctOBer 14-23
Emirates Palace, Marina Mall and 
Abu Dhabi Heritage Village, UAE

ABU DHABI 
FIlm FesTIVAl
Documentary Iraq.

OctOBer 14-24
Hawaii, USA

HAWAII InTernATIOnAl 
FIlm FesTIVAl
'Son of Babylon'. winner Grand 
Jury Prize. The Halekulani 
Golden Orchid Award for Best 
Narrative Feature.

DeceMBer 3-12
Thessaloniki, Greece

Greek InTernATIOnAl 
FIlm FesTIVAl
Comeback of the Iraqi cinema.
'Son of Babylon'.

OctOBer 21-31
Goethe Institute, Washinghton DC 

ArABIAn sIGHTs 
FIlm FesTIVAl
Contemporary Arab Cinema.
Iraq: 'Love, war, god & madness', 
'Kick off'.

CINEMA

May 27, 20:00 pM. 
De Rode Hoed
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

leCTUre ‘Fiction and Reality: a 
fine line in Iraq and the Middle East’
by Mohamed Al Daradji.
Organizer: Hivos, Dutch Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

Director Mohamed Al Daradji – Variety’s Middle eastern Filmmaker of the year 2010

'Son of Babylon' (2010) | Iraq’s submission to the Academy Award 2010

January 19-29
Parkcity, Utah, USA

sUnDAnCe 
FIlm FesTIVAl
'Son of Babylon'. Screened in the 
World Cinema section. 

January 25 – FeBruary 5
Rotterdam, The Netherlands

InTernATIOnAl FIlm 
FesTIVAl rOTTerDAm
'Visionary Iraq'. 

FeBruary 11-21
Berlin, Germany

60TH BerlIn InTernA-
TIOnAl FIlm FesTIVAl
'Son of Babylon'. Winner of the 
Amnesty Film Award & Peace 
Prize. Screened in the Panorama 
& Generation sections.

March 18-26
Tiburon, California, USA

TIBUrOn InTernATIOn-
Al FIlm FesTIVAl
'Son of Babylon'. 

March 24-30
The Hague, The Netherlands

mOVIes THAT mATTer 
FesTIVAl
'Turtles can fly', 'Ceasefire'.

aprIl 8-14
Dubai, UAE

GUlF FIlm FesTIVAl 
Special Jury Award: 
‘Uncle Maan’ and ‘Umm Abdullah’, 
Iraqi filmmaker Sahar al-Sawaf

May 20 – June 13
Seattle USA

seATTle InTernATIOn-
Al FIlm FesTIVAl
'Son of Babylon', 'Ahlaam'.

Director Bahman Ghobadi on the set of ‘Turtles can 
fly’ (2004).

Director Oday Rasheed Director Shawkat Amin Korki



Baghdad Out 2011 — page 53Baghdad Out 2011— page 52

After the collapse of Saddam Hussein’s 
regime, many Iraqi intellectuals returned to 
Iraq, convinced that everything would im-
prove. Courage and hope were to be the 
vehicles of change. But the truth turned out 
to be far more complicated than expected.
 The vacuum of power left behind after 
Hussein’s regime, allowed militias and mili-
tants, all with different goals and ideals, to 
commit horrible crimes. In addition, the radi-
cal clergy strongly suppressed any cultural 
activity. Daily life for the average Iraqi quick-
ly deteriorated. For many, the situation after 
the fall of the old regime became miserable: 
no work, no electricity, no freedom. Crime 
rates soared, and the consequence was an 
overpowering fear among the citizens. 
Corrupt politicians did not hesitate to 
murder their opponents. Intellectuals fell 
into disgrace and became scapegoats.
  Hope was thus short-lived, and many of 
the former refugees fled back to their previ-
ous places of exile. In contemporary Iraq, 
the few artists that stayed behind are all but 
outlaws. It is unsafe, and censorship and 
self-censorship have paralyzed the artists. 
 It is exactly what extremist elements in the 
Iraqi society envisioned; in their world, there 
is no room for liberal thinkers in society.  
If an artist wishes to survive in present day 
Iraq, he has to choose between remain-
ing loyal to a party and thus create propa-
ganda, or laying low. In exchange, the party 
offers him protection and work. The artists 
are basically enslaved. The motivation to 
do or not do things basically comes down 

to survival. The only party in Iraq that has a 
liberal framework is the Communist Party. 
This party has no militias and no money.         
The only thing that they can offer artists is 
moral support. A helpless decorum.

large festivals.
There are currently many different cinema, 
music, poetry and theatre festivals in Iraq, 
but the quality of the programs and the 
performances is appalling. The festivals are 
organized in a rush. The organizers lack the 
necessary knowledge and experience. The 
performances make art enthusiasts cringe, 
and usually the annoyed audience leaves 
right after the opening performances.
 The authorities are very negative about 
art in general. Art is considered a luxury, 
or even a sin, a taboo. Extremist groups 
believe art should be forbidden. It is typi-
cal that advisers and representatives of 
the ministry of culture are never present at 
cultural activities in Iraq, let alone provide 
support to ensure that there is a certain 
standard of quality. Representatives of the 
Iraqi authorities generally only show them-
selves abroad, at festivals and exhibitions 
about Iraqi culture, in places like Dubai or 
London.

small scale activities.
In all Iraqi cities, literary activities take place 
in the form of recitals of short stories and 
poetry. Various foundations and associa-
tions were set up to support the culturally 
active part of their members, and these 

the IraqI culture
aBOut the IMpOssIBle return
by Salah Hassan 
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foundations organize critical forums. 
These activities are attended by a small 
but regular audience. The Writers Guild in 
Baghdad and other Iraqi cities organize 
weekly get-togethers where poets and 
writers from both Iraq and abroad are in-
vited to show their work. These events offer 
a stage to the intellectuals. Intellectuals 
who return are usually making a desperate 
attempt to normalize cultural life, but they 
always quickly realize that the situation is 
very un-stable and dangerous. This forces 
them to flee again, back into exile. They 
come and they go.

exceptions
While we were working on this publication, 
preparations were underway in the city of 
Najaf, 150 miles from Baghdad, for the  
second edition of a festival that highlights 
contemporary poetry and modern literature. 
The first edition was a huge success. 
In addition to classic poetry, a younger 
generation of poets was also given a stage. 
The recitals were uncensored.
 After this success, The Writers’ Guild 
decided to continue the festival; a literary-
cultural mission – and specifically in this old 
city, a holy Islamic place – to change the 
stereotypical intolerance of the Islamic Arab 
world. And people are looking forward to 
seeing the next generation of young poets 
and their astonishing new work.

What is the answer to the question of 
whether there is hope for the cultural sector 
in Iraq? We will have to wait and see.

Salah Hassan (born in Babylon, Iraq, 1960) is a poet and a writer. 
During the reign of Saddam Hussein, he was threatened because 
of his critical writings and fled Iraq. 
 As a refugee, he lived in Jordan and Syria and was accepted in 
1995 in the Netherlands (political refugee status, meanwhile Salah 
Hassan is a Dutch citizen).
 He mastered the Dutch language and writes prose and poetry 
and translates Dutch poetry in Arabic (he seems to be the first). 
Hassan visited many of the European and Arab countries that host 
the Iraqi diaspora. After the fall of Saddam Hussein, he returned 
to Iraq regularly. During the past few years, he stayed for longer 
periods in Babylon, Baghdad and Beirut.
  
Salah Hassan has been on the editorial board of the Baghdad Out 
since 2004.

This text was originally written in Arabic. It was translated to Dutch 
and edited, after which it was translated into English.
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Reviewing the cultural agenda’s in this  
publication I recalled the moment when  
I told my mother about my dream to make 
‘Ahlaam’ – a film that would be shot entirely 
in Iraq in 2004, following Saddam’s fall. She 
asked me why I wanted to make a film when 
‘what we are living through is a film’. 
As relatives disappear around you, in a 
series of events that play out like a twisted 
thriller, I see clearly the point my mother is 
making. Horror becomes reality – the ‘heart 
of darkness’ that beats through war, the 
blood that runs through the veins of our na-
tion, as we become consumed by it. 
I used my camera to make sense of it, draw 
a frame around something, to calculate 
where the suffering might end. 
 Later, I began to work on my next dream, 
‘Son of Babylon’, which would dig up the 
reality of Iraq’s 1 million + missing people, 
hidden from the world for so long. ‘Son of 
Babylon’ is a fictional film, which draws on 
reality through its use of non-actors. The 
power of its narrative is awakening interna-
tional audiences to the truth about Iraq.
 Fiction, as a device of imagination, gives 
us the scope to dream. Dreams are the 
building blocks of future reality. We must 
not lose sight of the power of the mind and 
its function in the construction of this real-
ity. Don’t forget – memory is forgetful, as is 
history itself.
 We have lived through the nightmare. 
Every level of our experience – from the 
most visceral, to the intangible realms of  
our dreams, is tinged with its scars. 

This is reality. When we work in cinema 
– the world of the story allows us to take 
‘artistic license’ and imagine scenarios 
that may seem out of place in some re-
alities. Just as war is a distant concept for 
the many who live in the reality of peace, 
so are the strange and serendipitous op-
portunities that present themselves within 
the wake of such destruction. Never before 
have we been faced with such challenges 
and never before have we been faced with 
such opportunities. Our country is vulner-
able and exposed, the veins of infrastructure 
are clearly damaged. Yet we can now build 
a new Iraq, a new reality. Not only must we 
dare to dream, but we must draw on per-
ceived weakness, and use it as strength. At 
what other point in history could a filmmaker 
like myself appeal for a change in laws in 
order to help a child receive an education, 
and be granted with that very wish? In this 
land of nightmares, dreams also come true 
and the future is ours for the making. 

Mohamed Al Daradji (1978, Baghdad) is an icon for filmmakers in 
Iraq. His films are internationally rewarded and the press describes 
his work as ‘impressive’. Al Daradji studied Theatre Directing at the 
Fine Arts Academy in Baghdad. In 1995, he fled to the Netherlands, 
where he continued his studies (Film and Television Production). 
In 2005 he established ‘Human Film’, a UK based production 
company. 
 Al-Daradji’s first feature film ‘Ahlaam’ (2003) was very well 
received internationally. His last film, ‘Son of Babylon’ (2010), again 
received much critical acclaim and won many awards (among oth-
er awards the Amnesty Film Award on the 60th Berlin International 
Film Festival). ‘Son of Babylon’ was shown in Baghdad on May 6, 
2010 in cinema Semiralis, which was reopened for this occasion, 
a party that was deemed a victory for the Iraqi cultural sector at 
that time. 
 Mohamed Al Daradji organizes regular workshops for young 
filmmakers in Iraq and was instrumental in developing a modern 
independent film production center in Baghdad. In addition, he 
created the project ‘Mobile Cinema’, also in Iraq.

Between FIctIOn anD realIty: 
creatIng Our Future
by Mohamed Al Daradji 
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Outside the Text
As the Baghdad-Out sheds light on the Iraqi 
cultural life and the intellectual community’s 
artistic activities such as cinema, theatre, 
music, painting, writing, etc, this article tries 
to shed light on the efforts of the intelligent-
sia to secure a better life for the people by 
guaranteeing a civil style of life, democracy, 
freedoms and human rights. In a country 
that is in transformation, a better life cannot 
be secured without fighting for it. The impli-
cated aim of any art, including the Iraqi art 
that the Baghdad-Out is covering, is beauty 
and joyfulness. Beauty and joyfulness can-
not be found in darkness, injustice and lack 
of freedom and human rights. The intellec-
tual community in Iraq is aware that it is its 
duty to fight for securing the environment 
in which their artistic life will flourish. Art as 
a way of resistance against darkness and 
injustice sometimes needs support in the 
form of explicit resistance by the artists.  
This text tells the story of the explicit  
resistance that the intellectual community 
showed at the same time that the Baghdad-
Out recorded the artistic activities and  
cultural life of the intellectual community. 
 This article covers the achievements, 
disappointments, victories, defeats and the 
right and the wrongs that the intelligentsia 
experienced during the battle for freedom. 
Of course, although the title seems to sug-
gest otherwise, this article does not aim -to 
kill the hope inside the hearts of the intellec-
tuals. On the contrary; identifying mistakes, 
in fact, involves underlining what should 
have gone right..

Inside the text  
On February 25th, 2011, the Iraqi people lost 
19 souls during nation-wide demonstrations 
that demanded freedom and basic services. 
That day was not the beginning of the wave 
of protests demanding more civil rights. 
The fact is that Iraq has had two waves of 
protests. 

The first wave was in the summer of 2010, 
when people from Basra, Nassiriya and 
other provinces rose up in protest against 
the poor state of Iraq’s basic services.  
To emphasize their point, they dramatized 
their protests by carrying “the coffin” of the 
“dead” electricity, walking around their cities 
in large processions. The local governments 
responded by firing at the demonstrators 
with live rounds. Many lives were lost at 
what were meant to be peaceful demon-
strations that merely ridiculed the poor 
government services and simply demanded 
improvements. The reaction of writers and 
journalists all over the country was unani-
mous; they criticized the government at its 
various levels, supported the civil rights  
protesters, and they called for bringing 
those responsible to justice...
 However, the effect of this support was 
negligible. Why? Because the authorities in 
Iraq as well as most, if not all, of the Arab 
countries understand the intelligentsia’s 
situation better than the intelligentsia under-
stands itself. 
The authorities are aware that the intelli-
gentsia is isolated from society. Its members 
live in their ivory towers and write there. 

One shOt In the heaD 
OF the IntellIgentsIa
by Nassire Ghadire 
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The intelligentsia writes and it is only the 
intelligentsia who reads. There is no connec-
tion between the cultural community and 
the public community at large. The intel-
ligentsia or the cultural community lacks 
focal points that bridge the gap to the ac-
tual society; i.e. the public writers who live 
and write from within the society. Everybody 
in this community considers him/herself 
as a visionary writer. Everybody aims too 
high, including the small-time, half-skilled or 
semi-talented writers. If a member of the so 
called intelligentsia wrote, said or did some-
thing that the layman understands, he/she 
will feel ashamed of what he/she did, unless 
it is appreciated by the intelligentsia. Due to 
decades of the intelligentsia’s negligence to 
address the interests of the people, interest 
in reading and arts in the country gradually 
died out. Because the public is no longer 
interested, emerging public writers or artists 
are not getting the attention they deserve 
from the public. 
 After 2003, a lot of talented writers ad-
dressed the public interests in very inter-
esting ways. They managed to force the 
intellectual society to respect them. It was 
the first time after three decades that the 
intelligentsia in Iraq discovered that you can 
address the public in a very clear and sim-
ple way, while still being ‘deep’. Writers such 
as Ali Hussein, Shalash el-Iraqi, Sarmad 
al-Ta’ee, Ahmed Abdul-Hussein and some 
others succeeded in collecting a number of 
fans from different levels of society. How-
ever, most of these fans were educated, 
liberal, democrat, leftist or dreamers within 
the public society. The amount of fans dis-
tinguishes these writers within the isolated 
intelligentsia, but does not considerably 
affect the public society. Therefore, inside 

the collective public discourse, even these 
distinguished writers and artists have no 
leading role in terms of activating civil rights 
protesters. That is why what these writers 
and other intellectual community members 
wrote, was supportive, but not initiating or 
stimulating. 
 What was the effect of the civil rights 
protests in the summer of 2010? It was the 
resignation of the Minister of Electricity from 
the interim government of Prime Minister 
Nouri al-Maliki and some other promises 
from the government regarding the im-
provement of services and bringing corrupt 
people to justice. Of course, none of these 
promises were fulfilled. 

The second wave started in mid-autumn 
2010 and is still ongoing in one way or an-
other. It is entirely the achievement of the 
intelligentsia and its allies amongst liberals, 
democrats, leftists and dreamers. It was the 
local government of Baghdad that brought 
the intelligentsia to the front. The intellectual 
community in Iraq always keeps a low pro-
file when it comes to its confrontations with 
the authorities. In general, they are individu-
al activities. A writer or an artist criticizes the 
corruption from time to time. The communi-
ty never became a consolidated entity when 
it came to facing the corruption and the lack 
of freedom, rights and basic services, unless 
it was, as a community, targeted directly. 
Such targeting or threatening happened 
only occasionally. The intellectual communi-
ty members gather for those occasions and 
end the gathering when the occasions end. 
 For instance, in August 2009, Ahmed 
Abdul-Hussein, a poet and writer, was 
threatened by a powerful religious party 
because of an article he published, in which 
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he criticized the role of that party in a bank 
robbery. The intelligentsia gathered as a 
response to a call launched by one writer 
to support their colleague and to fight for 
the freedom of expression. They made their 
point, the party apologized and guaranteed 
that no one will threaten this writer again. 
Strangely enough, the members of the 
intelligentsia dispersed and nobody talked 
about all the other threats to the freedom of 
expression that were still ongoing! 
 In May 2010, a young Kurd journalist and 
writer, called Sardesht Othman, was kid-
napped by an anonymous organization at 
the gate of the university where he studied. 
He was found murdered later that day. 
This young writer was very active and coura-
geous in criticizing the authorities in Kurdis-
tan Region (KR). What both the Kurd and 
the Arab intellectual communities in the KR 
and Baghdad did was gather to commemo-
rate Sradesht, write some articles accusing 
the Kurdish authorities of the murder and 
demand that the killers would be brought 
to justice. However, since 2003, not one of 
the intelligentsia have tried to put a plan or 
a strategy in place to prevent these threats 
and to improve the freedom of expression! 
 In the autumn of the same year (2010), 
the Council of Baghdad Province decided 
to close all the bars and night clubs in 
Baghdad, including the social club and 
headquarter of The Iraqi Union of Writers. 
This happened a few days before the begin-
ning of the Islamic year, which starts with a 
holy month during which the Shi’a Muslims 
have to perform certain rituals. 
 The intelligentsia responded immediately 
to the threat of freedom and the civil style 
of life in Baghdad. This time, the community 
was more organized and led by the al-Mada 

Cultural Organization and the Union of  
Writers. The intelligentsia and its allies 
protested in every possible way. The Islamic 
holy days, especially for Shi’a during this 
Islamic season, last more than seventy days. 
This means that the conflict between the 
local government, with its allies of Islamic 
and opportunistic writers, and the intelli-
gentsia could potentially continue for more 
than seventy days, or at least until the gov-
ernment withdrew the decision. That meant 
continuing the struggle until the end of 
January 2011. At that time, the Arab Spring 
had already started in Tunisia and Egypt. 
The intelligentsia, inspired by the Tunisian 
and Egyptian achievements, decided to 
continue protesting the lack of freedom and 
basic services. They called upon all their al-
lies, the civil society organizations and the 
poor neighborhoods to join in a nation-wide 
demonstration on February 25th, 2011. 
 Writers and artists, especially those who 
participated in the autumn demonstrations, 
started to play on the feelings of the Iraqi 
people through satellite channels and 
radio programs and the liberal news papers 
in addition to blogs and Facebook. 
For the first time, the intellectual community 
acted as proper human rights activists. 
They held meetings and issued statements 
in both the Arabic and the Kurdish sides of 
the country. They coordinated efforts and 
contacted people in the provinces. It was 
also the first time that the intelligentsia 
regarded itself as one community, capable 
of working within the middle class as an 
engine that leads the people. At the same 
time, the government warned the people of 
participating in those demonstrations, claim-
ing that they were led by al-Qaeda and the 
supporters of the former regime, threatening 
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to hit them with an iron fist. 
 On February 25th 2011, the government 
fulfilled this promise by killing 19 young 
protesters and wounding scores of people 
all over the country. None of the casualties 
were part of the intelligentsia, which had 
played a crucial leading and organizing role, 
especially in Al-Tahrir Square (TS), where 
the biggest demonstration in the coun-
try was. At the end of the demonstration, 
four army vehicles followed four writers to 
a restaurant in Karrada, a few kilometers 
away from TS, where they were trying to 
get some food and rest after a tiring day. 
The army troops in those four vehicles 
violently arrested the four writers in front 
of their colleagues and other people in the 
neighborhood. The writers, Hadi al-Mahdi, 
a theatre director, writer and journalist who 
has a very popular political radio program, 
Ali al-Summery, a film maker and journalist, 
Hussam al-Saray, a poet and journalist, and 
the latter’s brother Ali Abdul-Sada, a writer 
and journalist, were tortured for hours and 
released after midnight.
 By censoring the local and regional 
media, harassing the protesters with cur-
fews, blocking the roads that lead to TS, 
ending every demonstration with beating 
the demonstrators and kidnapping writers 
and activists, the authorities succeeded in 
reducing the numbers of participants one 
Friday after another (most of the protests 
were on Fridays). Through such actions, the 
government succeeded in terrifying not only 
the people in the streets, but also the  
leading intelligentsia. However, the intel-
ligentsia and its allies decided to continue 
the demonstrations every Friday, despite the 
low number of participants. They were also 
preparing for another big demonstration. 

It was decided to hold the demonstration in 
June, at the end of the period that the PM 
gave to his cabinet as a deadline for improv-
ing the performance of the government. 
However, the demonstration failed to gather 
a substantial number of protesters, because 
of the terrifying actions that were taken by 
the government at every demonstration 
since February 25th. The intelligentsia was 
unable to assemble all its members. It was 
obvious that the number of participating 
writers, artists and academicians was de-
creasing every Friday. Over time, the organi-
zational structure that had united the intel-
ligentsia in fighting for civil rights dissolved 
and the situation returned to the former 
state of isolated individual actions, with 
just a handful of writers and artists trying to 
inspire people, with a bit of aid from a few 
active NGOs and some leftist groups and 
parties. 
 Several activists and intellectuals contin-
ued the Friday protests, even after the fail-
ure of June 2011, and they were preparing 
for a third big demonstration on September 
9th, 2011. They worked very hard to organ-
ize this day, until one of their leaders, Hadi 
al-Mahdi, was found shot, murdered with a 
silencer weapon in his own house, less than 
24 hours before the big day. This shot effec-
tively murdered the spirit of protest and the 
intelligentsia in Iraq.
 It had always been obvious that the intel-
lectual community in Iraq was not a well-
organized community that can refuel, reor-
ganize and revive itself during a long term 
battle. Therefore, it was easy for the authori-
ties to exhaust this community and kill it, 
with one shot in the head. 

Nassire Ghadire, a poet and essayist lives and works in Baghdad, 
born in 1971, Ph.D. in the Logic of Arabic Language in 2006.
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